SOME OF MY FAVORITE THINGS – 
 ACCESSORIES THAT HELP YOU ORGANIZE OR STORE YOUR SEWING SUPPLIES: 

The Material Girls neighborhood group recently has discussed straightening, organizing, storing your sewing supplies.  These are some of my favorite products that I use to stash my supplies.  

Once upon a time, I owned three of the June Tailor thread racks that can hang on the wall or sit on a table.  I ended up getting rid of them because the thread would get dusty.  I switched to plastic shoeboxes for a while, then found better products.  

Caboodles.com carries a double sided thread holder/organizer that has 46 compartments ($10.99). This holds just about all of my embroidery thread (except the larger spools, which are in a plastic shoebox).  

They also carry various sizes of project boxes with handles, and the Grab n’ Go Rack system, which is a tool box stack with slide out cases for sewing notions ($45 for large, $35 for medium, $25 for small).   The top of this is similar to the fishing tackle box that I use.  It sits on my sewing table next to my machine and holds all the products I use on a regular basis.  Some day I may upgrade to a medium-sized Grab n’ Go system.  

ArtBin.com makes a wide variety of plastic storage containers, some marketed especially for sewing and crafting.  I bought two “super satchel double deep” storage containers at JoAnn’s on sale, and then ordered the cone thread trays ($19.99) to go inside from the ArtBin website. There are wire pins on the trays that can hold 25 standard cones, or double up the short cones, of serger thread.  I squeeze in a few more loose cones   Everything stays clean and dry, and I can see the colors I have (and if I need to replace any). They also sell a Super Satchel thread box, with two removable trays, to hold 108 spools of sewing thread (like Gutermann).  

At first, I hesitated on spending the money for a ‘Stash and Store’, a plastic tray about an inch tall that has a silicone insert inside, but now I love it.  You can stand your scissors, ruler, marking tools and seam ripper into the slots of the silicone insert, keeping them handy and visible.  FatQuarterShop.com carries these, or you may find them at a quilt show ($10.25).  Hummingbird-Highway.com has something similar, called a nest organizer. It’s a 4.5” square with a silicone insert that looks like the ‘grass’ baby bottle holders popular right now ($19.95)  

FatQuaterShop.com has other notions I use – magnetic needle case, like a make-up compact that holds your hand needles safely ($8.98) and a zipper pouch to carry rotary cutters safely ($8.98).

A way to store quilting rulers and templates is so helpful. Omnigrid Wooden ruler racks (Amazon $17.70, with free delivery if you have a prime membership, or at JoAnn’s) are designed for this purpose.  I have two of these…one for long rulers and large squares, and one for smaller squares and triangles. I like that you can see what you have.  The Ruler Roundup, by doohikeydesigns.com, is a more fashionable choice.  It has a semi-circle base, with two levels of slots for different sized rulers. Made of wood in the USA and painted in pretty colors, they are $58 each…buy two and they make a pair of bookends.  The “Make Space Ruler Rest” by Laundry Basket Quilts (available from missouriquiltco.com, $27.95) has a space to rest your rotary cutter too.  
Another idea is to hang your rulers from the side of your cutting table using 3M Command Hooks. Most quilting rulers have a hole drilled into them…just be sure you get the appropriate size hook for the hole.   

The Grabbit Bobbin Saver 2 is square and holds more bobbins than the round Bobbin Saver.  You can find both on amazon.com ($8.45 for round, $10.15 for Bobbin Saver 2).

From Martha – how to handle WIPs (Works in Progress) and UFOs - keep all of the pieces together so when you return to it, everything is right there.  Store in another location (out of your sewing space), but organize them in a container and keep a list of what's inside, so you know where to find the project you want to finish up.  The 10 gallon size Ziploc bags is an inexpensive way to help organize WIPs and UFOs (4-count box is $5.97 at Walmart).  

